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Welcome to Discovering Church Membership  
 
We’re glad you’ve chosen to find out more about Chester Avenue 
Community Church!  This class is the basic introduction to our church 
family. Since we have members with no church background as well as 
others from many different church backgrounds, this class was designed to 
clearly cover what we think are the basics for a follower of Jesus, our 
beliefs, lifestyle, goals and structure for our church. 
 
Discovering Church Membership is divided in four sections and is taught 
by our pastor since 1990. Rev. Keith W. Fultz. Other pastors, elders and 
leaders may assist in teaching some of the sessions. 
 
    
THE BASIS FOR THIS CLASS:  
  
Ephesians 2:19 (ESV)   
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household  (family) of God,  
 
   KEY TRUTHS 
1. The Church is a  ____________________ 
 
2. God expects you to be a  ____________________of a church family. 
 
3. A Disciple of Jesus without a church family is an ________________. 
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 THE GOAL OF THIS CLASS 
 
That I will commit myself to the ____________________ 
 
and to the ______________________________________________ 
 

WHAT MAKES C.A.C.C. FAMILY? 
 

•  Our ___________________ (What God has done for us) 

•  Our ___________________ (Why we exist as a church) 

•  Our ___________________ (How we fulfill our purpose) 

 
 

SECTION ONE 
 

OUR _______________________ 
 

I.    WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A ____________________OF JESUS 
 

A. God made me to  ____________________me! 
 
John 3:16 (ESV) 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
B. We were created to have  a personal ____________________ 

 with  God and to ____________________all of God’s creation!  

  
Matthew 22:37–39 (ESV) 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 
39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
C. We were created to _______________and _________________God. 
 
Romans 12:1 (NKJV)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:9 (ESV)   
So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  
 
D. We were created to  live an  ____________________life 
 
John 10:10 (ESV)  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  
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ABUNDANT LIFE is producing the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. 
 
Galatians 5:22–23 (ESV) 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

 
E.   When we know and love God, and live in harmony with his purpose  
for our lives, it produces tremendous ____________________ in our lives. 
 
  Clear conscience                   Life & Peace                Help with weakness 
      Romans 8:1                         Romans 8:6                      Romans 8:26 

 
       Purpose                            Confidence                         Security 
   Romans 8:28                        Romans 8:31                     Romans 8:39 
 
  Power & Strength                Fulfillment                         Freedom 
    Philippians 4:13                Philippians  4:19                 John 8:32, 36 
 

 
II. WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 

 
 We have a natural desire to be our own ____________________. 
 
THE BIBLE CALLS THIS ATTITUDE ____________________ 
 
1 John 1:8 (ESV)  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.  
 
Romans 3:23 (ESV)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
 
Isaiah 59:2 (ESV)   
your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God,  
 
 

III. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION? 
 
___________________ has taken care of our sin problem. 
 
John 14:6 (ESV)  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  
 
Romans 6:23 (ESV)  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Jesus lived the life we should have lived and died the death that we should 
have died. 
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Romans 5:8 (ESV)  but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.  
 
1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV)  For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  
 
Although we have offended God, Christ Jesus ____________________ us 
to God. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (ESV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  All this is 
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation;  

 
IV.      WHAT DOES GOD WANT ME TO DO? 

 
1. ____________________ that God has not been first place in your life 

and ask him to forgive your sins. 
 
1 John 1:9 (ESV)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 
2. ____________________that Jesus died to pay for your sins and he rose 

again and is alive today.  
 
Romans 10:9 (ESV)  because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved.  
 
3. ____________________ God’s free gift of Salvation. 
 
John 1:12-13 (ESV)  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God,  who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.  
 
4. ____________________ Jesus Christ to come into your life and be the 
Director /Manager (“Lord”) of your life. 
 
Revelation 3:20 (ESV)  Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, 
and he with me.  
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You can take these steps by praying a simple prayer of   commitment to 
God: 
 
 

“Dear Jesus, thank you for making me and loving me;  
even when I’ve ignored you and gone my own way.  
I need you in my life and I’m sorry for my sins.  
I ask you to forgive me.  
Thank you for dying on the cross for me.  
Please help me understand it more.  
As much as I know how, I want to follow you from now on. 
Please come into my life and make me a new person inside.  
I accept your gift of Salvation.  
Please help me grow now as a Disciple of Jesus.” 
 
 
Romans 10:13 (ESV)  For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING BAPTIZED 
 

I.       WHY SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED? 
 

1. To follow the example set by ____________________ 
 

Mark 1:9 (ESV)  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan.  
 

2. Because Christ ____________________it. 
 

Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 

3. It demonstrates to the world that I really am a ____________________ 

and ____________________ 

 

Acts 18:8 (ESV)  And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and 
were baptized.  
 

II.    WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM? 
 

1. It illustrates Christ’s ___________________, __________________and 

____________________ 

 

Colossians 2:12 (ESV)  having been buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, 
who raised him from the dead.  
 
2. It illustrates my ___________________ _________________ in Christ. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  
 
3. It illustrates my ____________________/____________________as a 

Believer. 
 
Acts 22:16 (ESV)  And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash 
away your sins, calling on his name.’  
 
Titus 3:5 (ESV)  He saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 



8 

III.     WHY BE BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION? 
 
1.    Baptisms in the New Testament were by ____________________. 
 
Acts 8:38-39 (ESV)   … they both went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him.  And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, ..., and went on his way rejoicing.  
 
The Greek word for BAPTIZE means TO ____________________ 
 

IV.       WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
 

Every one who has ____________________in Christ. 
 
Acts 8:12 (ESV)  But when they believed Philip as he preached good news 
about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women.  
 

V. WHEN SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED? 
 

As _________________ as you have believed! 
 
Acts 2:41 (ESV)  So those who received his word were baptized, and there 
were added that day about three thousand souls.  
 
Acts 8:35-36 (ESV)  Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.  And as they were going 
along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is 
water! What prevents me from being baptized?” eunuch went down to the 
water and Phillip baptized him.”          Acts 8:35-38 
 

Can my family be baptized together? 
 

YES!  
Will I have to say anything? 

 
You will be asked,  “Are you here to proclaim your trust in Christ?”  You will 
be expected to say, “Yes.”   And you will have the opportunity to share more if 
you desire. But you are not expected to say anything more.  
 
 

Special Note? 
 

Any Member of the church you desire can perform the baptism. 
 
Under special circumstances we can arrange for alternate baptismal 
methods. 
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THE MEANING OF COMMUNION 
Jesus never asked disciples to remember his birth. But he did instruct them to 
remember his death and resurrection and his coming again.  The Lord’s supper 
is an object lesson that represents a great spiritual truth for believers. 
 

MANY NAMES 

 The Lord’s   ____________________ 

 The Lord’s   ____________________ 

 HOLY  ____________________ 

 The    ____________________ 

 Breaking  ____________________ 

 
 

ORIGINAL SETTING 
 

JESUS IS CELEBRATING PASSOVER WITH HIS DISCIPLES 
John 13:1-35 

 
Matthew 26:26–29 (ESV) 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and 

gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took 

a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, 

all of you, 
28

 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this 

fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 

kingdom.” 

 

JESUS GIVES NEW UNDERSTANDING TO THE PASSOVER 
 

JESUS IS THE SACRIFICIAL ____________________ 

JESUS IS THE DELIVERER AND ____________________ 

The BREAD is a symbol  of Christ’s ____________________ 

The WINE is a symbol of Christ’s   ____________________ 

 
WE ARE TO ____________________ 

 
THE ____________________OF CHRIST FOR OUR SINS 

 
THE ____________________OF CHRIST 
 
THE ____________________OF CHRIST 

 
WITH ____________________ 
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HOW OFTEN SHOULD WE PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNION? 
 
 

1. ____________________? 
The first Communion took the place of PASSOVER which was once a 
year. 
 
2. ____________________? 
Many churches observe Communion monthly 
 
3.    ____________________? 
The early church seemed to BREAK BREAD on a weekly basis. 
The Church of Christ and Catholics observe Communion weekly. 
 
4. ____________________? 
Giving Thanks or saying “Grace” at every meal stems from the concept of 
Communion 
 
1 Corinthians 11:17-26 (NIV2011) 
 In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do 
more harm than good.  In the first place, I hear that when you come together 
as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe 
it.  No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you 
have God’s approval.  So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord’s 
Supper you eat,  for when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your 
own private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and another 
gets drunk.  Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the 
church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to 
you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter!  For I received from 
the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread,  and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In the 
same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”  For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We encourage you to practice COMMUNION at every meal. 
We encourage families, groups of friends, small groups and individuals to 

practice COMMUNION on a regular basis. 
 
 

We try to have Communion a central part of every meal gathering at the 
church and on irregular occasions in the Worship Celebration. 

 
 
 
 


